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higher ground west of the Cherwell, and thus avoids the incised
meanders of the river. Within the Area all the more important roads
converge on Oxford (Fig. 7). Three main national routes pass
through Oxford and the Survey Area. Perhaps the most important
is the road to Oxford via High Wycombe, and on to Witney,
Cheltenham, Gloucester, and South Wales (A4o). This road is in-
tersected at Oxford by the Birmingham, Stratford-on-Avon, Wood-
stock, Abingdon, Newbury, Southampton route (A34).1 Another
road from die midlands comes from Coventry and Banbury and
enters Oxford as the Banbury Road ^423). A road which runs
along the length of the trough between the Chilterns and the lime-
stone carp is of some importance. This road comes from Bedford
and the towns farther north-east, to Buckingham, Bicester, and
Oxford (A42i and 422). The road is carried on from Oxford to
Cumnor, Faringdon, Swindon, and so to the south-west of England

Three main roads connect Oxford with London, first the High
Wycombe road via Headington, High Wycombe, and Uxbridge
(A4o), secondly the Iffley, Dorchester, Henley, Maidenhead, Slough
road (A423), and lastly the Wallingford, Streatley, Reading road
(A3 29). The new by-pass to the north of Oxford connects the
London-High Wycombe road with the Oxford, Cheltenham, South
Wales road, and also forms a direct connexion with the two roads
which leave north Oxford for the midlands by way of Banbury or
Woodstock.
(3) Railways. The railways within the Survey Area, unlike the roads,
have used the valleys of the rivers, which provide the lowest passage
from one plain to another, for it is essential for the railway to be as
level as is possible. The line from Radley to Oxford, for instance,
uses the valley of the Thames and the Sandford gap. The alluvium
is overcome by building embankments just above the level of the
floods. The lines from Oxford to Banbury, and Oxford to Worces-
ter, utilize the valleys of the Cherwell and the Evenlode respectively.
In the case of these two meandering rivers, the railway follows the
general line of the stream, but is compelled to cross the river by
numerous embankments and bridges, and also to make cuttings
through the projecting spurs.
With one exception2 all the railways of the Area were built between
1 The roads numbered A$4 and A4O are the only trunk roads in the Area to be
nationalized under the Trunk Roads Act of 1936. Road A4o is to be given a width of
140 feet when it is widened.
a The branch line to Woodstock was built in 1 890.